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REPORT. 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
1946,  this  being  my  eighth  Annual  Report  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

During  the  year  a few  changes  have  occurred  affecting  the  Health 
Department,  the  Cleansing  Superintendent  resigned  and  the  cleansing 
section  was  transferred  to  the  Engineer’s  Department.  Mr.  G.  A.  Graves, 
one  of  our  Sanitary  Inspectors,  was  appointed  to  a post  elsewhere,  his 
place  has  been  taken  by  Mr.  A.  J.  Blaylock. 

The  general  health  of  the  district  has  remained  satisfactory  in  spite 
of  the  continued  restrictions,  although  I fear  the  people  are  being 
adversely  affected,  especially  psychologically,  by  their  continuation. 
The  increased  rapid  spread  of  measles  in  1946  compared  with  1940  and 
the  increasing  neonatal  deaths  (under  one  month)  in  babies  may  be 
pointers  to  a decrease  in  our  “positive”  health.  Regarding  the  psycho- 
logical side,  continual  grouses  are  heard  about  the  monotony  of  food, 
difficulties  in  getting  repairs  or  painting  done  and  the  despair  of  obtaining 
housing  accommodation;  the  latter  resulting  in  the  overcrowding  of 
houses  thus  necessitating  the  living  together  under  the  same  roof  perhaps 
of  three  housewives  who  have  to  use  the  same  kitchen  with  its  resultant 
quarrelling,  approaching  in  many  cases  to  a breaking  point.  Pre-war  it 
would  be  looked  upon  as  something  inhuman  to  turn  out  of  your  house 
a woman  expecting  a baby,  but  it  is  by  no  means  uncommon  these  days. 
The  year  1947  will  not  relieve  much  of  this,  shall  I say  “sub  health,” 
but  if  building  becomes  less  restricted  it  would  give  fresh  hope  to  all. 

However,  there  are  a few  good  things  to  look  back  upon  during  the 
past  year,  again  the  births  have  increased,  the  infant  mortality  rate  has 
lowered  its  already  low  record  and  the  death  rate  has  fallen  substantially. 
Infectious  disease  notifications  have  been  remarkably  small  in  numbers 
with  the  exception  of  an  outbreak  of  measles  which  commenced  in  the 
Syston  and  Thurmaston  areas  in  September  and  continued  into  the 
next  year. 

SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 

The  district  is  divided  roughly  into  half  by  the  River  Soar  which  runs 
in  a northward  direction,  the  topography  on  the  west  side  is  more  hilly 
and  wooded  than  the  eastern  half,  which  is  more  low  lying.  Both  areas 
are  chiefly  agricultural,  but  many  villages  are  residential  or  industrial  in 
character — the  main  occupations  being  boots  and  shoes,  hosiery,  granite, 
box  making  and  light  engineering  works.  Some  of  the  villages  such  as 
Woodhouse  Eaves,  Newtown  Linford  and  Ulverscroft  are  local  beauty 
spots,  in  addition  Bradgate  Park  and  Beacon  Hill  are  open  air  parks 
whose  natural  characters  are  jealously  preserved,  all  lie  within  the 
boundary.  Thus  Barrow-upon-Soar  has  the  happy  combination  of 
agriculture,  industry,  natural  beauty  and  recreation  within  its  limits. 
Furthermore,  only  five  villages  are  without  a iliain  supply  of  water, 
which  for  a rural  district  is  remarkable,  and  it  is  hoped  that  in  the  near 
future  these  will  also  be  supplied. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS 

Figures  for  1945  are  shown  in  brackets. 


Area — 54,804  acres. 


Resident  population 

42,530 

(40,650) 

No.  of  houses  inhabited  at  the  end  of  1946  . 

13,227 

Rateable  value  . . 

£222,315  (£220,720) 

Sum  represented  by  penny  rate 

£875 

(£863) 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

Population — Census,  1931 

30,862 

Population — National  Registration,  1939 

41,599 

Population — Estimated  (for  Birth  and  Death  Rates,  1946)  . . 
Comparability  factor  not  available. 

42,530 

Births 

Males 

Females  Total 

(1945) 

Legitimate 

423 

390 

813 

(677) 

Illegitimate  . . 

30 

18 

48 

( 79) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

453 

408 

861 

(756) 

Still  Births 

Legitimate 

11 

8 

19 

( 17) 

Illegitimate  . . 

- 

- 

- 

( 1) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

11 

8 

19 

( 18) 

Deaths 

All  causes  and  ages  . . 

218 

203 

421 

(460) 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 Year 

Legitimate 

9 

12 

21 

( 20) 

Illegitimate  . . 

1 

- 

1 

( 2) 

Total 

10 

12 

22 

( 22) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Birth  rate 

20.2 

(18.6) 

Birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales  . , 

19.1 

(16.1) 

Crude  death  rate 

9.9 

(11.3) 

Death  rate  for  England  and  Wales 

11.5 

(11.4) 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1 ,000  births 

23.2 

(29.1) 

Infant  mortality  rate  for  England  and  Wales 

43.0 

(46.0) 

STATISTICS — Birth  Rate,  Death  Rate  and  Infant  Mortality  Rate 

The  number  of  births  has  reached  another  high  record,  861  compared 
with  756  for  1945,  giving  a birth  rate  of  20.2  compared  with  19.1  for 
England  and  Wales. 

The  death  rate  has  fallen  from  11.3  in  1945  to  9.9  last  year,  the  actual 
numbers  falling  from  460  to  421.  Considering  that  more  people  are 
living  to  a greater  age  this  is  very  satisfactory. 

The  infant  miortality  rate  has  again  dropped  to  the  remarkably  low 
figure  of  23.2  compared  with  29.1  for  1945  which  in  itself  constituted  a 
record  for  the  past  20  years  and  compares  exceedingly  favourable  with 
the  rate  of  43.0  for  England  and  Wales. 

The  illegitimate  births  diminished  from  79  in  1945,  a high  record,  to 
48  last  year — the  end  of  the  war  has  no  doubt  accounted  for  this  decline. 

In  the  “Table  of  deaths  ..from  all  causes,”  the  following  facts  are 
worthy  of  mention : — 
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The  total  number  of  deaths  from  cancer  fell  from  77  in  1945  to  60 
last  year;  for  heart  diseases,  from  194  in  1945  to  181  last  year. 

No  death  occurred  during  the  year  from  childbirth. 

One  sad  note  is  the  increase  in  deaths  from  road  traffic  accidents. 


1 to  5 and  suicide,  3 to  5. 

DEATH  RATE  FOR  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 
PER  1,000  POPULATION 

Typhoid  fever 

1946 

1945 

Smallpox 

— 

— 

Measles 

— 



Scarlet  fever 

— 



Whooping  cough ’ . . 

0.0235 

— 

Diphtheria  . . 

— 

— 

Influenza 

0.1645 

0.072 

Cerebro-spinal  fever. . 

— 

0.024 

Tuberculosis  (pulmonary) 

0.376 

0.54 

Tuberculosis  (non-pulmonary) 

0.094 

0.072 

Diarrhoea  under  2 years  (per  1,000  live  births)  . . 

— 

1.3 

DEATHS  FROM  ALL  CAUSES— 1946 

1 . Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  fevers 

Males 

Females 

Total 

2.  Cerebro-spinal  fever  . . 

- 

- 

- 

3.  Scarlet  fever 

_ 

_ 

_ 

4.  Whooping  cough 

- 

1 

1 

5.  Diphtheria  

- 

- 

- 

6.  Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system  . . 

7 

9 

16 

7.  Other  forms  of  tuberculosis  . . 

3 

1 

4 

8.  Syphilitic  diseases 

- 

- 

- 

9.  Influenza 

4 

3 

7 

10.  Measles 

- 

- 

- 

11.  Ac.;  polio-myelitis  and  polio-encephalitis  .. 

- 

- 

- 

12.  Ac.;  inf.;  ehceph. 

- 

- 

- 

13.  Cancer  of  buccal  cavity  and  oesophagus 
uterus  (F) 

(M), 

4 

6 

10 

14.  Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  . . 

3 

3 

6 

15.  Cancer  of  breast  

- 

3 

3 

16.  Cancer  of  all  other  sites  

24 

17 

41 

17.  Diabetes  

1 

3 

4 

18.  Intra-cranial  vascular  lesions . . 

18 

34 

52 

19.  Heart  disease  . . 

66 

46 

112 

20.  Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system 

9 

8 

17 

21 . Bronchitis 

11 

4 

15 

22.  Pneumonia 

8 

4 

12 

23.  Other  respiratory  diseases 

2 

4 

6 

24.  Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum 

5 

1 

6 

25.  Diarrhoea  under  2 years 

- 

- 

- 

26.  Appendicitis  . . 

1 

1 

2 

27.  Other  digestive  diseases 

4 

8 

12 

28.  Nephritis  

7 

10 

17 

29.  Puerp.  and  post-abort. ; sepsis. 

- 

- 

- 

30.  Other  maternal  causes 

- 

- 

- 

31.  Premature  birth 

2 

4 

6 

32.  Con.;  mal.;  birth  inj.;  infant.;  dis. 

7 

6 

13 

33.  Suicide  . . 

3 

2 

5 

34.  Road  traffic  accidents . . 

4 

1 

5 

35.  Other  violent  causes  . . 

3 

5 

8 

36.  All  other  causes 

22 

19 

41 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 


The  number  of  infectious  disease  (excluding  tuberculosis)  notified  in 
this  district  during  the  year  1946  are  given  below. 


Total  Cases  Notified 
Age  Periods 

Cases 

admitted 

Total 

Disease 

0-  1-  3-  5- 

10-  15- 

25- 

45- 

65-  A.U. 
* 

Total 

to 

hospital 

deaths 

Scarlet  fever 

- - 2 18  16 

5 

- 

- 

1 

42 

36 

- 

Whooping  cough . . 

12  55  48  53 

2 

1 

3 

- 

- - 

174 

1 

1 

Measles  . . 

3 62  43  99 

8 

- 

3 

- 

1 

218 

- 

- 

Pneumonia 

6 - - 15 

- 

35 

- 

17 

6 3 

82 

- 

12 

Dysentery . . 

5 - - 8 

- 

10 

- 

- 

- - 

23 

16 

- 

Erysipelas . . 

3 

- 

8 

5 1 

17 

- 

- 

C.-spinal  fever  . . 
Ophthal. 

- - - 3 

~ 

— 

_ _ 

3 

3 

— 

Neonatorum  . . 

3 

3 

3 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

_ _ _ _ 

- 

3 

- 

- 

1 

4 

4 

- 

Diphtheria 

- - 1 - 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- - 

3 

3 

- 

Abortus  Fever  . . 

* A.U.  denotes  Age  Unknown. 

1 

1946  has  been  a good  year  from  the  point  of  view  of  the  incidence  of 
infectious  disease,  the  only  exception  being  whooping  cough  which  is  still 
too  prevalent  but  all  the  other  diseases  show  a marked  decrease  in  the 
number  of  cases. 

Scarlet  Fever 

42  cases  occurred  compared  with  77  in  1945 — no  death  occurred. 
Whooping  Cough 

174  cases  occurred  compared  with  198  in  1945  and  resulted  in  the 
only  death  from  ordinary  infectious  disease. 

Measles 

218  notifications  compared  with  702  in  1945  and  1,133  in  1940.  The 
first  cases  of  measles  occurred  in  September  and  reached  epidemic  form 
towards  the  end  of  the  year  and  the  beginning  of  1947.  The  spread  in 
this  outbreak  was  much  quicker  than  in  1940.  No  deaths  occurred. 

Diphtheria 

Only  three  cases  occurred  during  the  year — this  is  the  lowest  incidence 
we  have  had  since  1925,  before  which  date  we  have  no  records  available. 
Two  of  the  cases  occurred  in  adults,  one  of  the  persons  was  on  holiday 
at  the  time  and  the  cause  of  illness  was  obscure  until  she  developed 
diphtheritic  paralysis  some  weeks  later.  None  of  these  had  been 
immunised  and  this  is  the  fourth  consecutive  year  with  no  death. 

TUBERCULOSIS 

During  1946  the  following  cases  of  tuberculosis  were  notified,  including 
deaths : — 
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Age  Periods 

New  Cases 

Respiratory  Non-respiratory 

Deaths 

Respiratory  Non-respiratory 

0 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

1- 

_ 

1 

1 

- 

_ 

1 

_ 

_ 

5- 

- 

1 

1 

1 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

10- 

- 

- 

3 

1 

_ 

_ 

1 

_ 

15- 

2 

5 

1 

1 

1 

_ 

25- 

4 

8 

- 

i 

2 

4 

_ 

_ 

35- 

3 

4 

_ 

- 

3 

2 

_ 

45- 

1 

1 

- 

1 

- 

_ 

1 

_ 

55- 

2 

1 

- 

1 

1 

_ 

_ 

_ 

65- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

_ 

1 

_ 

_ 

Age  unknown  . . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

— 

^ 

— 

— 

— 

— 



Total 

13 

22  6 

8 

7 

9 

4 

- 

The  number  of  new  cases  notified  during  the  year  was  49  compared 
with  50  for  1945  and  the  deaths  were  20  compared  with  22. 

The  age  distribution  and  type  of  disease  is  shown  in  the  above  table. 
It  will  be  seen  that  the  chief  age  group  affected  is  usually  the  adolescent 
from  15  to  25  years. 

The  number  of  new  lung  tuberculosis  cases  amongst  males  was  13 
compared  with  25  last  year  and  females  22  compared  with  17.  The 
non-respiratory  cases  were  6 compared  with  3 for  males  and  8 cases  in 
females  compared  with  5 cases  in  1945. 

No  doubt  when  more  houses  are  built  the  number  of  new  cases  will 
show  a marked  drop  due  to  the  less  overcrowding  and  so  decreasing  the 
possible  infection  of  other  members  of  the  household. 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 

The  preventative  treatment  was  continued  throughout  the  }^ear. 
Closest  co-operation  with  the  County  Council  and  staff  was  maintained 
so  that  everyone  was  given  the  chance  of  immunisation  and  the  number 
who  responded  was  again  satisfactory. 

The  figures  for  the  year  were  as  follows : — 

Under  5 years  of  age 759 

Between  5 and  1 5 years  of  age 55 

SCABIES 

Scabies  first  excited  our  attention  in  October,  1940,  when  we  found  it 
was  necessary  to  open  a hostel  for  evacuees  with  contagious  diseases; 
up  to  the  date  of  its  closure  in  November,  1945,  600  cases  had  been 
admitted  and  treated.  It  is  possible  that  cases  of  scabies  had  existed 
before  in  the  district  but  these  were  not  sufficient  to  warrant  the  attention 
of  the  Public  Health  Department. 

In  1942  the  Scabies  Clinic  was  opened  in  Syston  and  the  total  out- 
patients treated  and  the  numbers  for  each  year  are  as  follows : — 

1942  1943  1944  1945  1946 

(From  24/4/42)  301  372  263  236  187  (Up  to  9/5/47) 
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The  types  of  cases  and  attendances  for  1946  and  up  to  the  closing  of 
the  Ciinic  on  the  9th  May,  1947,  are  as  follows: — 


Total  No.  under  treatment  on  1st  January,  1946  8 

Total  No.  of  cases  seen  from  1 /I  /46  to  9/5/47  179 

Of  these,  cases  of  scabies  numbered  . . . . . . , . . , . . 141 

Of  these,  cases  of  impetigo  numbered  . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Of  these,  cases  of  eczema  numbered  . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 

Of  these,  cases  of  dermatitis  numbered  . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Of  these,  cases  of  chicken  pox  numbered  . . . . . . . . . . , 21 

Of  these,  cases  of  urticaria  numbered 3 


I wish  to  afford  an  appreciation  for  the  excellent  work  done  by  Dr. 
H.  Atkinson  and  the  nursing  staff  during  the  past  five  years. 

The  treatment  found  to  be  the  most  effective  for  scabies  was  a cream 
containing  10%  or  20%  of  Benzyl  Benzoate. 

During  the  whole  of  the  period  it  was  not  found  necessary  to  resort 
to  legal  action  to  enforce  treatment  under  the  Scabies  Order — in  fact  at 
times  children  came  up  again  just  to  have  a bath  ! 

In  many  ways  the  Clinic  will  be  missed  in  the  Syston  area  and  I hope 
that  under  the  new  health  service  the  County  Council  will  open  a clinic 
in  that  district  which  could  cope  with  a population  of  about  20,000 
inhabitants. 


INFESTATION 

The  number  of  houses  requiring  disinfestation  for  bed  bugs  was  nil. 
The  use  of  D.D.T.  hair  lotion  has  reduced  the  number  of  cases  of  head 
lice  in  infested  families. 

Prevention  of  infestation  is  being  carried  out  by  the  spraying  of  new 
houses,  including  “pre-fabs,”  with  a solution  of  D.D.T.  before  the  houses 
are  occupied. 


WATER  SUPPLIES 


Public  Wells 


The  public  wells  supplies  were  regularly  sampled  every  month  during 
the  year.  Compared  with  1945  the  samples  from  Beeby,  Stockwell  and 
London  Road,  Wymeswold,  were  not  so  good;  while  at  the  Lion’s  Mouth, 
Burton-on-the-Wolds,  there  were  four  bad  samples  the  same  as  it  had 
last  year.  The  results  are  as  follows : — 


Parish 

Beeby 

Wymeswold 
Stockwell 
London  Road  . . 
Burton  / Wolds 
Beaumanor 


Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  June 
s s s s s s 


July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 
d c s c c c 


s d 

c s 

s s 


c s 

s s 

s s 

s 


s s s s c 
s s c s s 
s s s s c 


d c 

d c 

d c 

s 


s 

s 

c 


Index,  s — satisfactory ; d — doubtful ; c — contaminated ; - not  sampled. 


Regarding  the  contamination  of  the  public  wells,  notices  are  fixed  at 
each  well  advising  that  all  water  should  be  boiled  before  use  for  domestic 
purposes. 
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Main  Supply 

Apart  from  the  above  public  wells,  the  water  supply  in  the  area  has 
been  satisfactory  in  quality  and  no  complaint  has  been  received  of  any 
shortage  during  the  year. 

The  main  supplies  are  received  from  the  Leicester  City  Corporation 
and  Loughborough  Corporation,  and  in  the  case  of  Leicester,  the  water 
is  pre-treated  to  remove  any  evidence  of  plumbo-solvency. 

The  number  of  houses  and  population  supplied  by  the  mains  are : — 

Dwelling  houses,  {a)  Public  water  mains ..  ..  11,900 

{b)  Standpipes  . . . . . . — 

Population.  (a)  Public  water  mains 38,000 

{b)  Standpipes  . . . . — 


The  detailed  information  for  each  parish  is  as  follows : — 


Parish 

Properties 
with  main 

Properties 
without  main 

No.  of  pails 
collected  in 

Anstey.. 

water  supply 
1,021 

water  supply 
25 

each  parish 
125 

Barkby  

92 

18 

79 

♦Barkby  Thorpe 

— 

19 

4 

Barrow-upon-Soar  . . 

789 

20 

107 

*Beeby 

— 

21 

13f 

Birstall 

1,985 

— 

3 

Burton-on-the-Wolds 

7 

69 

36 

COSSINGTON 

81 

20 

46 

*COTES 

14 

4 

9 

*Croxton  South 

— 

41 

42 

Hoton 

51 

13 

32 

Mountsorrel 

1,067 

32 

182 

Newtown  Linford  . . 

228 

34 

11 

*Prestwold 

16 

4 

5 

*Queniborough 

237 

90 

211 

Quorn 

919 

18 

48 

*Ratcliffe-on-the-Wreake  . . 

28 

16 

17t 

Rearsby  

137 

38 

91 

Rothley  

792 

19 

120 

Seagrave 

56 

26 

70 

SiLEBY 

1,175 

35 

209 

SWITHLAND 

37 

10 

30 

Syston 

1,467 

50 

203 

Thrussington 

83  ^ 

56 

97 

Thurcaston  . . 

335 

14 

55 

Thurmaston  . . 

1,096 

20 

25 

*Ulverscroft 

— 

44 

I4f 

Walton-on-the-Wolds 

50 

27 

38 

Wanlip  

19 

4 

6t 

WOODHOUSE  . . . . 

401 

44 

31 

Wymeswold  . , ’ . . 

— 

224 

157 

Parishes  marked  thus  * are  not  connected  to  the  sewage  system. 
Pails  are  not  collected  in  parishes  marked  thus  f. 


Further  endeavour  is  now  being  made  by  the  Council  to  obtain  main 
water  supply  for  the  villages  of  Wymeswold,  Burton-on-the-Wolds  and 
South  Croxton ; the  mains  are  in  the  process  of  being  extended  to  Beeby. 

Numerous  discussions  have  taken  place  with  the  various  Corporations 
and  Committees  interested  regarding  the  supply  of  water  to  Wymeswold 
and  Burton-on-the-Wolds  and  plans  have  been  submitted  to  the  Ministry 
of  Health  for  their  approval. 
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The  main  water  supply  will  be  an  asset  in  these  villages ; Wymeswold 
is  quite  a large  agricultural  village  and  the  farmers  complain  repeatedly 
regarding  the  shortage  of  water  and  I think  rightly  so  because  one  cannot 
obtain  clean  milk  without  sufficient,  wholesome  water.  Furthermore,  the 
proximity  of  the  aerodrome  has  increased  the  number  of  temporary 
inhabitants.  The  completion  of  the  new  Swedish  timber  houses,  now  in 
the  course  of  erection,  are  being  held  up  because  it  is  not  possible  to 
obtain  a satisfactory  water  supply.  The  present  public  supply  is  from 
two  wells ; samples  of  which  show  frequent  contamination. 

Burton-on-the-Wolds  village,  although  not  so  large,  is  very  similar  to 
Wymeswold  in  its  needs  and  its  public  supply  is  from  a spring  which 
again  frequently  gives  bad  water  samples. 

The  village  of  South  Croxton  is  also  agricultural  and  although  rather 
isolated  a water  supply  is  essential  as  it  has  no  public  water  supply  and  de- 
pends on  individual  wells.  A scheme  for  the  erection  of  new  Council  houses 
had  to  be  abandoned  because  a suitable  water  supply  could  not  be  found  after 
boring  for  30  feet.  There  is  a possibility  that  a supply  may  be  obtained 
in  the  near  future  from  the  North  East  Midland  Water  Scheme  and  the 
Council  have  been  in  communication  with  the  Leicester  Corporation  on 
this  matter. 

If  these  schemes  are  completed,  only  one  village,  Ulverscroft,  will  be 
without  a main  water  supply — a splendid  achievement  for  a Rural 
District  Council  the  size  of  Barrow-upon-Soar.  Ulverscroft  is  only  a 
small  village,  residential  in  character  consisting  mainly  of  scattered  large 
houses  situated  in  Charnwood  Forest  on  high  ground  and  risk  of  con- 
tamination is  small,  but  even  so,  if  a water  supply  could  be  obtained  at 
a reasonable  cost,  I am  sure  due  consideration  would  be  given  to  the 
scheme  by  the  Council. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING  AND  SALVAGE 

During  the  year  a vast  improvement  has  taken  place  in  the  collection 
of  refuse  and  it  is  now  back  to  its  normal  weekly  interval.  The  improved 
labour  situation  and  supply  of  vehicles  has  no  doubt  contributed  to  this 
satisfactory  position. 

The  collection  of  night-soil  has  also  slowly  improved,  but  difficulties 
in  obtaining  men  for  this  type  of  work  were  still  encountered.  Meanwhile 
every  effort  was  being  made  to  convert  pail  closets  to  the  water  carriage 
system  and  90  pails  were  converted  in  1946.  Details  of  the  number  of 
pail  closets  in  each  village  is  included  in  the  table  of  water  supplies  on 
the  previous  page. 

SEWAGE 

Following  on  my  Report  last  year  concerning  the  Queniborough 
Sewage  Scheme,  the  Ordnance  Sewage  Works  have  now  been  purchased 
and  tenders  have  been  received  to  carry  out  the  work.  The  completion 
of  this  scheme  will  greatly  improve  the  sanitary  amenities  of  the  village 
of  Queniborough. 
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HOUSING 

The  acute  housing  shortage  in  the  area  is  only  too  well  known  to  the 
members  of  the  Council  and  every  endeavour  has  been  made  to  accelerate 
and  increase  the  building  of  houses.  This  has  not  been  in  vain  as  recent 
statistics  have  placed  the  Barrow-upon-Soar  Rural  District  Council  fourth 
in  a list  of  Rural  Councils  who  have  completed  or  have  in  the  course  of 
erection  the  greatest  number  of  houses  (including  “prefabricated”  houses) 
during  the  year.  The  figures  are  as  follows : — 


Completed 

Uncompleted 

Council  houses  . . 

16  permanent 

225 

Private  enterprise 

84 

165 

Prefabricated  houses 

21 

63 

Adaptation  of  hutments 

25 

The  programme  for  the  next  year  is  preparing  for  a higher  number 
of  houses  and  if  conditions  will  allow  this  will  certainly  be  reached  and 
it  is  hoped  that  if  any  restrictions  are  made,  the  local  authorities  who  have 
produced  the  “goods”  will  not  suffer. 

Valid  applications  from  the  area  for  Council  houses  1,443 

Applications  from  outside  the  area  for  Council  houses 358 

The  choice  of  tenants  is  made  on  a “points”  system  and  every  con- 
sideration is  given  on  the  grounds  of  health  and  undoubtedly  some  of  the 
worst  housing  conditions  in  the  district  are  being  relieved.  A word  of 
warning  must  be  given  however,  it  will  be  very  necessary  to  avoid  “bad” 
houses  being  reoccupied,  otherwise  the  bad  conditions  are  being  per- 
petuated and  furthermore,  these  houses  become  the  “jumping  off”  grounds 
for  a Council  house. 

Applications  for  houses  are  being  received  on  the  grounds  of  “per- 
forming public  services”  from  such  persons  as  nurses  and  the  Council 
have  agreed  to  consider  each  case  individually  and  that  if  a house  is 
allocated  a proviso  is  made  that  the  performance  of  public  work  should 
continue. 

OLD  PERSONS 

The  welfare  of  aged  persons  is  coming  very  much  to  the  foreground ; 
as  our  expectation  of  life  is  increasing  the  number  of  old  people  will 
increase.  In  one  town  in  the  country  a welfare  clinic  has  been  set  up  for 
old  persons  and  no  doubt  provisions  to  help  our  grandmothers  and 
grandfathers  will  have  to  be  made  in  the  near  future. 

One  of  the  trials  of  old  age  is  that  it  is  difficult  to  keep  warm  and  a 
severe  winter  always  takes  a high  toil  of  the  elderly  people.  In  this  respect 
the  District  Council  can  be  of  great  help  by  providing  adequate  and 
suitable  houses  which  are  well  insulated  against  the  cold  and  have  suitable 
methods  of  heating.  I know  the  old  people  like  to  have  a fire  but  the 
work  entailed  in  getting  in  the  fuel,  som.etimes  carrying  it  upstairs  and 
perhaps  even  the  lack  of  fuel,  coupled  with  the  fact  that  the  number  of 
hospital  beds  available  for  old  people  will  be  insufficient,  necessitating 
their  treatment  at  home  for  many  illnesses,  should  make  the  Council 
consider  whether  some  form  of  central  heating  can  be  adopted  when  a 
number  of  houses  are  being  built  for  old  people,  e.g.,  siting  the  houses 
near  a factory  which  might  agree  to  extend  their  central  heating  system 
to  the  houses. 
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1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

761 

779 

756 

861 

10 

14 

15 

19 

1.3% 

1.8% 

2.0% 

2.2% 

13 

13 

7 

3 

1.7% 

1.7% 

1.0% 

0.4% 

23 

27 

22 

22 

INFANT  MORTALITY 

The  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  was  22;  this  figure 
is  the  same  as  last  year  but  there  were  105  more  births  notified  this  year, 
thus  another  new  low  record  was  created. 

Further  details  of  these  deaths  are  worth  studying  and  comparing  with 
the  previous  years.  If  the  ages  of  death  are  divided  into  two,  (a)  deaths 
under  one  month  (neonatal),  {b)  deaths  from  one  to  twelve  months 
(environmental  deaths),  the  following  figures  are  obtained: — 

Live  births . . 

Deaths  (neonatal) . . 

Percentage . . 

Deaths  (environmental)  . 

Percentage  , . 

Total  infant  mortality 

From  this  table  it  is  seen  there  has  been  no  marked  fall,  but  if  anything, 
there  has  been  a slight  rise  in  the  deaths  of  children  under  one  month, 
while  the  deaths  of  children  who  have  survived  the  first  month  have  fallen 
steadily.  There  are  many  factors  influencing  these  deaths  and  as  the 
numbers  are  small  one  feels  chary  of  using  the  figures  for  statistical 
purposes.  Furthermore,  details  of  where  the  deaths  occurred,  e.g.,  at 
home  or  hospital,  or  where  the  baby  spent  the  first  month  of  its  life,  are 
not  available  in  returns  received  by  the  District  Councils,  but  I think  that 
one  is  justified  in  two  comments : {a)  further  investigation  into  factors 
causing  the  neonatal  deaths  would  be  worth  attention,  {b)  the  environ- 
mental conditions  and  health  services  appertaining  to  the  one  to  twelve 
months’  age  group  are  doing  good  work. 

I have  endeavoured  to  assess  causes  of  deaths  under  one  year  into 
three  groups  (this  is  based  on  an  assessment  similarly  reported  in  the 
Medical  Journals),  these  are : — 

1.  Inevitable.  2.  Unavoidable.  3.  Preventable. 


The  assessment  in  some  cases  is  not  at  all  easy  and  in  considering 
preventable  deaths  it  is  meant  they  were  preventable  if  ideal  conditions 
were  available,  such  as  suflicient  hospital  beds,  nurses,  calling  in  the 
doctor  early  enough,  all  operations  had  no  complications,  every  child 
was  healthy  before  illness  and  all  precautions  against  accidents,  e.g., 
providing  fire-guards  had  been  used.  The  figures  are  as  follows : — 


Cause 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

{a) 

Inevitable 

4 

10 

10 

6 

(b) 

Unavoidable . . 

10 

5 

10 

11 

(c) 

Preventable  . . 

9 

12 

6 

5 

On  looking  at  this  table,  cause  {a)  shows  a decrease  in  1946,  cause  {b) 
has  shown  very  little  change  and  cause  (c)  is  showing  definite  signs  of 
decreasing,  this  is  as  it  should  be  of  course.  However,  with  the  advance- 
ment of  science  no  doubt  cause  {b)  and  even  later  cause  {a)  will  improve. 
As  the  years  chosen  included  some  of  the  worst  years  of  the  war,  I think 
we  can  be  thankful  v/e  have  not  lost  any  ground  and  that  the  decrease  in 
preventable  deaths  has  begun  to  show  signs  of  improvement. 

Only  one  death  occurred  from  infectious  disease — a case  of  whooping 
cough  who  developed  pneumonia  at  the  age  of  one  month.  This  case 
illustrates  how  dangerous  whooping  cough  can  be  in  a young  baby. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  PERSONS  1-20  YEARS 

Of  these  14  deaths,  four  died  from  accidents  and  three  from  tuber- 
culosis, thus  half  the  cases  could  be  classed  as  preventable.  Regarding 
the  accidents,  we  only  have  records  of  the  deaths  so  it  can  be  taken  that 
many  more  cases  did  not  die  and  were  probably  maimed  or  possibly 
scarred  for  life.  The  prevention  of  tuberculosis  was  dealt  with  in  the 
Annual  Report  for  1945. 

Much  propaganda  has  been  used  on  all  varieties  of  subjects  during 
the  past  years  and  I think  people  are  becoming  so  used  to  this  paper 
warfare  that  its  effect  is  lessened  and  I believe  that  a more  personal  touch 
will  be  required.  I can  foresee  in  the  future  that  some  form  of  “Health 
Advice  Bureau”  will  be  necessary  to  combat  some  of  these  preventable 
deaths  where  advice — not  treatment — regarding  prevention  can  be  given. 


LABORATORY  SPECIMENS 

County  Council  Laboratory  Nos. 

Milk  examination  (bacteriological)  . . . . . . . . . . . . 377 

Sputa  for  tuberculosis  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 126 

Sewage  and  water  analyses  . . . . . . . . , . . . . . 96 

Milk  for  phosphatase  test  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 52 

Swabs  for  diphtheria  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 47 

Urine  (general  and  bacteriological)  . . . . . . . . . . . . 46 

Ice  cream  examinations  (bacteriological)  . . . . . . , . . . 19 

Blood  for  Wassermann  test  . . . . . . . . , . . . . . 18 

Blood  counts  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13 

Urine  for  tuberculosis  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  11 

Films  for  gonococci  . . . . . , . . . . . . . . . . 4 

Miscellaneous  . . . . . . , . . . . , . . . . . . 8 

Total  817 

Emergency  Laboratory 

Faeces  Total 85 


LABORATORY  FACILITIES 

Leicestershire  County  Laboratory;  Leicester  City  Laboratories; 
Emergency  Ministry  of  Health  Laboratory,  Isolation  Hospital,  Groby 
Road,  Leicester. 


AMBULANCE  FACILITIES 


An  interim  scheme  has  been  introduced  by  the  Leicestershire  County 
Council  covering  the  whole  County  using  the  services  of  the  St.  John 
Ambulance  Brigade.  The  Barrow-upon-Soar  Rural  District  is  served  by 
ambulances  stationed  at : — 


Loughborough 

Leicester 

Melton  Mowbray 
Infectious  diseases 
Tuberculosis  cases 


Packe  Street  Tel.  No. : Loughborough  2153. 

6 Seymour  Street  Tel.  No.  58345  (Day:  9 a.m.-5  p.m.) 

Tel.  No.  3241 3 (Night : 5 p.m.-9  a.m.) 

One  at  Blaby  Hospital ; one  at  Melton  Mowbray. 
Ambulance  stationed  at  Markfield  Hospital. 


NURSING  IN  THE  HOME 

Provided  by  the  District  Nurses  in  the  larger  parishes. 
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HOSPITALS  PROVIDED  BY  LOCAL  AUTHORITY 
OR  COUNTY  COUNCIL 


Tuberculosis  . . 
Infectious  diseases 


Maternity 

Children 


Sanatorium  and  Isolation  Hospital,  Markfield. 
Sanatorium  and  Isolation  Hospital,  Markfield. 
Isolation  Hospital,  Melton  Mowbray. 

Isolation  Hospital,  Blaby. 

Smallpox  Hospital,  Syston. 

Leicester  and  Leicestershire  Maternity  Hospital. 
Market  Bosworth  Hospital. 

Delicate  children  admitted  to  Children’s  Con- 
valescent Homes,  Woodhouse  Eaves. 


TREATMENT  CENTRES  AND  CLINICS 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Infant  Welfare  Centres  at  Anstey,  Barrow-upon- 

Soar,  Birstall,  Mountsorrel,  Quom,  Rearsby, 
Rothley,  Sileby,  Syston  and  Thurmaston. 

Venereal  disease  . . . . Leicester  Royal  Infirmary. 

Loughborough  General  Hospital. 


V.D.  CLINICS— TIMES  OF  ATTENDANCE 


Leicester 

Monday 

Tuesday 

Wednesday 


Royal  Infirmary 


Males 

2-30  p.m.-  4 p.m. 

10  a.m.  -11a.m. 

6 p.m.  - 7-30  p.m. 


Thursday 
Friday. . 


4- 30  p.m.-  6 p.m. 

5- 30  p.m.-  7 p.m. 


Females 

5-30  p.m.-  7 p.m. 

10  a.m.  -11a.m. 
2-30  p.m.-  4 p.m. 

2-30  p.m.-  4 p.m. 


Loughborough 

Mondays  only 

Cancer 

Scabies 


General  Hospital 

Males  Females 

6 p.m.  - 7 p.m.  5 p.m.  - 6 p.m. 

Suspended  for  the  present  time. 

Albion  Street,  Syston — Tuesdays  and  Fridays, 
2 p.m.  - 5 p.m. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SENIOR  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 
WATER  SUPPLY 


No.  of  water  samples  taken  for  analysis : — 

Satisfactory 

From  wells..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  39 

From  pipe  supplies  . . . . . . . . 1 

No.  of  wells  cleaned  out . . 

No.  of  cases  in  which  piped  supply  was  substituted  for  well  v/ater  . . 


Unsatisfactory 

54 

3 


6 

36 


DRAINAGE  AND  CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION 


No.  of  cesspools  constructed  during  year  . . . . . . . . . . 3 

No.  of  cesspools  abolished  during  year 

Total  No.  in  district  at  31st  December,  1946  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  249 

No.  of  privies  in  district  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40 

No.  of  pail  closets  in  district  . . . . . . . . . . , . . . 2,050 

No.  of  water  closets  in  district  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  11,341 

No.  of  pail  closets  converted  to  w.c.’s  during  year  . . . . . . . . 90 

No.  of  privies  converted  to  pail  closets  during  year  . . . . . . . . 2 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF 

Total  No.  of  complaints  received 

THE 

AREA 

390 

Total  No.  of  defects  or  nuisances 

720 

Inspections  Made 
Animal  keeping  . . 

First  Inspections 
41 

Revisits 

27 

Bakehouses 

21 

21 

Dairies  and  cowsheds 

274 

404 

Drainage  works  . . 

184 

209 

Dwelling  houses  (all  purposes)  . . 

5,800 

4,800 

Food  premises 

302 

471 

Offensive  trades  . . 





Rats  and  mice  destruction 

260 

790 

Refuse  collection  and  disposal  . . 

28 

10 

Schools 

4 

5 

Shops 

187 

44 

Slaughter  houses  and  meat  inspection 

27 

108 

Tents,  vans,  sheds,  etc.  . . 

208 

540 

Verminous  premises  and  scabies 

18 

38 

Water  supplies 

1,580 

320 

Workshops,  etc.  . . 

182 

210 

Other  inspections  . . 

470 

860 

Total  

9,587 

8,856 

NOTICES 

Preliminary 

Outstanding  on  1st  January,  1946 

Housing 

99 

Other 

19 

Issued  during  year 

157 

229 

Complied  with  during  year 

131 

211 

Statutory  action  necessary 

8 

17 

Outstanding  31st  December,  1946 

117 

20 

Statutory 

Outstanding  on  1st  January,  1946 

55 

18 

Issued  during  year 

— 

17 

Complied  with  during  year 

8 

24 

Outstanding  31st  December,  1946 

47 

11 

SUMMARY  ACTION 

No.  of  summons  issued 


No.  of  convictions  obtained 


SHOPS 


Sanitary  conveniences 
Temperature 
Ventilation . . 


Outstanding  from 
previous  year 

Defects 

found 

4 

Defects 

remedied 

4 

Outstanding 
on  31/12/46 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

CAMPING  SITES 

No.  of  sites  in  area  for  camping  purposes  during  year  11 

No.  of  camping  sites  for  which  licences  have  been  issued  . . . . . . 8 

Estimated  maximum  number  of  campers  resident  in  area  during  summer 

season  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 300 


Camping  sites  in  the  district  have  generally  been  kept  in  a satisfactory 
condition. 
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REGULATED  BUILDINGS 


No.  in 

No.  of 

Action 

General 

Regulated  buildings  District  inspections  taken 

conditions 

Common  lodging  houses . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Tents,  vans,  sheds,  etc.  . 

56 

208 

- 

- 

Canal  boats 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Offensive  trades  . . 

. 

- 

- 

- 

MILK  SUPPLY 

COWKEEPERS 

• 

No.  of  contraventions 

No.  on  No.  of 

Outstanding  from 

Pound 

Remedied 

Outstanding 

register  inspections 

previous  year 

during  year 

during  year 

on  31/12/46 

362  399 

44 

121 

119 

46 

Dairymen  or  Purveyors  of  Milk  (other  than  Cowkeepers) 

No.  of  contraventions 

No.  on  No.  of 

Outstanding  from 

Pound 

Remedied 

Outstanding 

register  inspections 

previous  year 

during  year 

during  year 

on  31/12/46 

152  279 

17 

63 

69 

11 

Outstanding  from 

Found 

Remedied 

Outstanding 

Total  contraventions 

previous  year 

during  year 

during  year 

on  31/12/46 

Cleansing 

12 

64 

67 

9 

Structural  alterations  . . 

41 

27 

34 

34 

Utensils  . . 

2 

12 

12 

2 

Other 

6 

81 

75 

12 

Milk  Sampling 

Total  No.  of  samples 

taken  for  bacteriological 

Class 

examination  Satisfactory  Unsatisfactory 

Designated — T uberculin 

tested 

• 

- 

- 

Accredited 

- 

- 

Pasteurised 

- 

- 

- 

Ordinary . . 

38 

33 

5 

Sterilised . . 

3 

3 

- 

Heat-treated 

- 

- 

Unsatisfactory  producers  were  visited  and  advised  as  to  the  best 
methods  to  be  adopted. 


MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATIONS)  REGULATIONS,  1936-1946 
No.  of  licences  issued  in  respect  of : 

Tuberculin  tested  Accredited  Pasteurised 

Distribution  Distribution  • Retail  distribution 


Supple-  Supple-  Pasteur-  Supple- 

Bottling  Dealers  mentary  Bottling  Dealers  mentary  ising  plants  Dealers  mentary 

1 - - - - 3 4 

MEAT  AND  OTHER  EOOD  INSPECTION 

No.  of  slaughter  houses  in  the  area  . . . . . . . . . . . . 27 

No.  of  visits  during  year . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 90 

No.  of  knackers  yards  in  the  area  . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

No.  of  visits  during  year . . . . ....  . . . . . . . . 46 

No.  of  licenced  slaughtermen 23 

No.  of  animals  killed  for  human  consumption  under  licence  from  the 
Ministry  of  Eood : — 

Pigs 1,180 

Sheep  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...  . . 5 
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FOOD  CONDEMNED 

The  following  articles  of  food 
consumption : — 

Filleted  fish 

Fish 

Fish  cakes  . . 

Jam  and  marmalade 

Milk  

Meat 

Meat 

Bacon 

Cooking  fat 

Cheese 

Sausage 

Fruit 

Soup  

Sultanas 

Macaroni  . . 

Mixed  vegetables  . . 


were  condemned  as  unfit  for  human 


1 St. 

91  tins 

3 boxes,  5 doz. 

3 tins 
72  tins 
27  tins 

3 qrs.  1 St.  4 lbs.  7 ozs. 

2 qrs.  1 St.  2 lbs. 

4 cwts.  0 qrs.  8 lbs. 

12  lbs. 

1 St.  3 lbs. 

6 tins 

1 tin 

2 boxes 

1 St.  6 lbs. 

134  cartons,  85  tins 


HOUSING 

Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses 

Total  No.  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  housing  defects  (under  Public 

Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  1,590 

Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  . . . . . . . . . . 2,010 

Remedy  of  Defects — Informal  Action 

No.  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  informal 

action 131 


Remedy  of  Defects — Statutory  Action 

Proceedings  under  Sec.  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing  Acts,  1936 
No.  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served  requiring 

repairs  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . , . . . — 

No.  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal 
notices : — 

{a)  by  owners  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . — 

{b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  . . . . . . . . — 

Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts 

No.  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served  requiring 

defects  to  be  remedied  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16 

No.  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  after  service  of 
formal  notices : — 

{a)  by  owners  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 21 

lb)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners — 

Proceedings  under  Sec.  11  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936 

No.  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  — 

No.  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  7 

Proceedings  under  Sec.  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936 

No.  of  separate  tenements  in  which  respect  Closing  Orders  were  made  — 


Overcrowding 

No.  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  the  year 28 

No.  of  families  dwelling  therein . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 30 

No.  of  persons  dwelling  therein . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 184 

No.  of  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during  year  . . . . . . . . 2 

No.  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  year  . . . . . . . . 2 

No.  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  . . . . . . . . . . 14 
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HOUSING  SITUATION* 

The  survey  of  working  class  houses  was  completed  during  the  year. 

The  Sanitary  Inspectors  investigated  all  applications  for  Council 
houses  by  personal  visits — points  being  awarded  by  them  for  overcrowded 
conditions  and  for  condemned  or  sub-standard  houses. 

RATS  AND  MICE  DESTRUCTION 

The  Sanitary  Inspectors  are  the  Rodent  Officers  and  during  the  year 
an  intensive  campaign  was  waged  on  surface  and  sewer  infestations. 
The  number  of  complaints  from  private  houses  were  few  and  although 
systematic  surveys  of  properties  were  continually  being  made,  it  is  esti- 
mated that  a very  small  percentage  of  private  properties  are  infested  and 
these  are  only  minor  infestations. 

The  sewage  farms  and  refuse  tips  received  frequent  treatments  and 
the  reservoir  infestations  have  been  reduced  to  almost  the  odd  rat. 

Having  cleared  the  surface  infestations,  a systematic  treatment  of  the 
sewers  was  undertaken.  The  “estimated”  kill  of  rats  was  as  follows: — 


ICE  CREAM 

The  manufacture  and  sale  of  ice  cream  became  the  focus  of  public 
interest  during  the  year.  Manufacture  in  the  district  is  only  organised  on 
a small  scale  and  all  the  premises  had  been  registered  in  1939.  The  method 
generally  used  for  the  making  of  ice  cream  was  by  the  admixture  of  an 
emulsifier  and  sugar  to  a cold  mix  powder.  The  examination  of  five  of 
these  powders  showed  they  were  sterile. 

There  were  17  manufacturers  on  the  register  of  whom  15  were  carrying 
on  the  trade  during  the  year.  The  sanitary  conditions  of  the  premises 
were  generally  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

The  results  of  ice  cream  samples  taken  were  as  follows : — 

No.  of  samples  taken 14 

No.  satisfactory  (coliform  test) 9 

No.  unsatisfactory  (coliform  test)  5 

Plate  counts  made  on  some  of  the  above  samples  showed  the 
following  results: — 

No.  of  samples  Organism  per  c.c. 

3 1,000-  2,000 

1 2,000-  5,000 

2 5,000-10,000 


In  addition  to  the  manufacturers  who  are  also  vendors  there  are  12 
premises  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream.  Large  quantities  of  ice  cream 
are  sold  from  vans,  carts  and  tricycles  and  concern  is  felt  at  the  lack  of 
facilities  for  the  cleansing  of  the  hands  of  the  salesmen  who  are  in  the 
majority  of  cases  away  from  the  depots  for  several  hours. 

There  is  no  desire  to  restrict  the  sale  of  ice  cream  on  the  streets  as  it 
is  so  readily  accessible  to  the  public,  but  adequate  precautions  must  be 
taken  by  the  vendors  so  that  the  public  receive  a clean  commodity  and 
the  immediate  answer  appears  to  be  the  sale  of  the  pre-packed  product 
although  under  existing  legislation  this  cannot  be  insisted  upon. 

I have  the  honour  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 


Estimated  kill 


1st  treatment 
2nd  treatment . 


1,541  rats 
955  rats 


3 


10,000-15,000 


I.  B.  LAWRENCE, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health, 


